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The President. Because I believe—because I
disagree with you. I believe the evidence does
not condemn the conduct or knowledge of Ad-
miral Kelso sufficient to justify taking the two
stars away from him.

Wolf [Wolf Blitzer, Cable News Network].

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, can I just follow up on

this Sarajevo model? How long will it take, in
your opinion, in your military advisers’ opinions
to (A) expand this model to protect the five
other safe areas, especially because you say you
need another U.N. Security Council resolution?
So it seems that that process could take a long
time.

The President. Well, no, no. We believe that
the United Nations has the authority under Res-
olution 836 to do this or that you could have
a Presidential statement from the head of the
Security Council. There are lots of ways to do
it.

Q. But in terms of expanding the U.N. per-
sonnel who are required——

The President. We believe that what’s been
lacking there is just an agreement on how many

more people, where they’ll come from, and how
the money will be provided. But General Rose
has wanted 10,000 more. There was agreement
among those of us who contribute but do not
provide troops but who provide money, for
something like 3,700 more recently. And my
announcement today should be read as our will-
ingness to play a major role in contributing to
a larger peacekeeping force.

Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, are you going to put U.S.

troops in?
The President. No.

NOTE: The President’s 55th news conference
began at 4:49 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to evan-
gelist Billy Graham; President Boris Yeltsin of
Russia; President François Mitterrand of France;
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien of Canada; Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl of Germany; Prime Minister
John Major of the United Kingdom; President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Adm. Frank B. Kelso
II, USN, Chief of Naval Operations; and Lt. Gen.
Michael Rose, Commander of U.N. Forces in
Bosnia.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Embargo on Haiti
April 20, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Six months ago I provided you with my initial

report on the deployment of U.S. Naval Forces
in the implementation of the petroleum and
arms embargo of Haiti. I am now providing
this further report, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution, to inform the Congress about
the status of the U.S. contribution to the ongo-
ing U.N. embargo enforcement effort.

In response to the continued obstruction by
the military authorities of Haiti to the dispatch
of the U.N. Mission in Haiti (UNMIH) and
their failure to comply with the Governors Is-
land Agreement, the United Nations Security
Council adopted Resolution 875 (October 16,
1993). This resolution called upon Member
States ‘‘to use such measures commensurate
with the specific circumstances as may be nec-
essary’’ to ensure strict implementation of the
Haitian embargo on petroleum and arms and

related material imposed by United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolutions 841 and 873 (1993).
Under U.S. command and control, and acting
in concert with allied navies and in cooperation
with the legitimate Government of Haiti, U.S.
Naval Forces began maritime interception oper-
ations on October 18, 1993, in order to ensure
compliance with the embargo terms.

Since that time, U.S. Naval Forces have con-
tinued enforcement operations in the waters
around Haiti, including at times in the territorial
sea of that country. The Haiti maritime intercep-
tion operations generally have employed up to
six U.S. surface naval combatants serving on sta-
tion in the approaches to Haitian ports. The
maritime interception force has been comprised
of naval units and supporting elements from the
United States, Argentina, Canada, France, The
Netherlands, and the United Kingdom.
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The objective of these maritime interception
operations is to ensure that merchant vessels
proceeding to Haiti are in compliance with
United Nations Security Council sanctions. The
enforcement operations have been conducted in
a thorough and safe manner. As of April 18,
1994, more than 6,000 vessels had been queried,
712 boarded, and 44 diverted to other than Hai-
tian ports due to suspected violations or cargo
that was inaccessible to inspection. These oper-
ations have been generally effective in pre-
venting the sale or supply of embargoed items
through sea trade and have specifically deterred
tanker shipments of petroleum products, as one
important aspect of the Haitian embargo en-
forcement effort. There have been no U.S. per-
sonnel casualties during the conduct of these
operations.

The valuable U.S. contribution to U.N. em-
bargo enforcement operations is important to
U.S. goals and interests in the region and, fun-

damentally, to the restoration of democracy in
Haiti. I am not able to indicate at this time
how long the deployment of U.S. Naval Forces
in this multilateral operation will be necessary.
I have continued the deployment of U.S. Armed
Forces for these purposes pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct foreign relations
and as Commander in Chief.

I appreciate the support the Congress has
provided for this important U.S. contribution to
multilateral efforts to restore democracy to
Haiti, and I look forward to continued coopera-
tion with you in these matters.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Nomination for the Rehabilitation Services Administration
April 20, 1994

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Fredric K. Schroeder as Commis-
sioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administra-
tion at the Department of Education.

‘‘As one who gradually became blind as a
teenager, Dr. Schroeder knows all too well the
challenges facing people with disabilities,’’ the

President said. ‘‘He has devoted his life to em-
powering disabled people, and I’m confident he
will continue in his new assignment to help dis-
abled Americans achieve their goals.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the Democratic Congressional Dinner
April 20, 1994

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for that
enthusiastic introduction and for your equally
enthusiastic leadership of the House. Senator
Mitchell, Congressman Gephardt, Senator
Graham and Congressman Fazio, Senator
Rockefeller, Congressman Torricelli, to the host
committee, and especially to our chair, Hugh
Westbrook, all of you who have made so many
sacrifices for the Democratic Party and for our
country.

The Vice President and I are glad to be here
tonight to see so many old friends; to know
that what we have done together has made you
willing to continue to work to keep our majority
so that we can continue to work for you. And
I have to tell you that I’m very proud—very,
very proud—of all the Democratic Members of
Congress who have worked with us and without
whom we could not have done anything over
the last 15 months to deal with the profound
problems this country faces.
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